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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

February  1,  18C8. 
Read  and  500  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  order, 

Milton  Y.  Kidd, 

Chief  Clerk. 
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REPORT. 


To  THE  Honorable  Speaker 

And  Members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  ; 

Gentlemen  : — We,  the  undersigned,  a  special  committee 
appointed  by  your  body,  to  investigate  the  condition  of  pris- 
oners confined  in  the  Maryland  Penitentiary,  and  to  recom- 
mend the  most  deserving  of  them  for  Executive  clemency, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  : 

That  they  proceeded  to  the  Maryland  Penitentiary,  in  dis- 
charge of  the  duty  imposed  upon  them,  Thursday,  January 
23d,  and  were  engaged  therein  for  nearly  one  entire  week. 

Tour  committee  examined  carefully  into  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  and  relating  to  the  conviction  and 
subsequent  conduct  of  a  large  number  of  convicts  confined 
in  the  State  Penitentiary — between  one  hundred  and  fifty 
and  two  hundred — and  have,  after  a  deliberate  and  as 
thorough  a  consideration  of  each  case  as  they  could  make 
under  the  circumstances,  concluded,  with  your  approval,  to 
recommend  nearly  one  hundred  to  his  Excellency,  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  State,  as  worthy  objects  for  the  exercise  of  Execu- 
tive clemency  ;  setting  forth  to  him  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances in  each  case,  which  have  led  to  the  conclusion  to 
which  they  have  come. 

Your  committee  would  remark  generally,  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  Warden,  and  other 
officers  of  the  Institution,  who  have  had  abundant  opportu- 


nities  in  their  close  observance  of  the  prisoners'  conduct  to 
form  their  opinioas,  has  had  much  consideration  in  determin- 
ing the  conclusions  of  your  committee  in  each  and  every  case. 

The  conduct  of  the  prisoners^  their  observance  of  the  rules 
of  the  institution,  the  circumstances  of  their  conviction,  when 
they  are  such  as  to  create  a  doubt  of  the  justice  of  the  same  ; 
the  indications  of  penitence  and  reformation,  have  all  had 
due  weight  with  your  committee. 

The  very  crowded  state  of  the  prison  at  this  time,  endan- 
gering its  sanitary  condition,  and  rendering  even  the  possi- 
bility of  contagious  disease  among  its  inmates  terrible,  have 
induced  your  committee  in  many  cases  to  recommend  con- 
victs for  pardon,  whom  under  other  circumstances  they  might 
not  have  so  recommended ;  especially,  as  in  many  cases,  con- 
victed of  only  trivial  offences. 

The  abridgement  of  the  term  of  service  of  convicts  your 
committee  have  thought  but  a  fit  reward  for  exemplary  con- 
duct and  a  faithful  observance  of  the  rules  of  the  institution, 
believing  with  the  Warden,  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  it  has  proven  a  valuable  auxiliary  in 
prison  discipline  and  the  work  of  reform.  Delicate  health 
and  constitutions  impaired  by  disease  ;  the  restoration  of  the 
elective  franchise  to  deserving  convicts  who  have  nearly  com- 
pleted their  term  of  service,  with  the  hope  that  it  may  induce 
them  to  enter  upon  and  continue  in  an  upright  and  honest 
course,  have  also  actuated  your  committee  in  forming  their 
conclusions. 

The  present  over-crowded  state  of  the  prison,  impeding  the 
work  of  reform  and  endangering  health,  with  upwards  of 
three  hundred  unemployed  convicts  for  want  of  room,  the 
presence  of  helpless  idiots  and  raving  maniacs,  rendering  the 
motley  scene  still  more  hideous,  force  upon  your  committee 
the  absolute  necessity  of  a  change,  and  that  immediately  ; 
and  they  would  respectfully  recommend  the  enactment  of  a 
law  conferring  authority  upon  the  Governor  to  provide  places 
at  the  expense  of  the  State  in  some  suitable  humane  institu- 
tion for  such  unfortunate  inmates  of  the  prison,  in  whom 
reason  is  lost  or  dethroned. 

Humanity  and  decency  absolutely  require  such  unfortunate 
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creatures  should  not  bo  detained,  even  it'  they  have  been  of- 
fenders against  the  law',  where  there  is  no  proper  provision 
made  for  them,  and  no  proper  care  can  betaken  of  them,  not' 
withstanding  the  utmost  exertion  of  most  competent,  diligent 
and  anxious  oflicers.  Your  committee  have  been  most  favor- 
ably impressed  with  the  admirable  discipline  maintained  in 
the  Institution,  and  the  excellent  manner  in  which  its  affairs 
arc  conducted,  notwithstanding  the  many  and,  it  would  seem, 
almost  insuperable  difficulties  now  attending  it.  They  can 
but  admire  in  the  highest  degree  the  benevolent  and  truly 
charitable  spirit  that  prompts  the  attendance,  every  day,  of 
two  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  with  little  or  no  com- 
pensation, and  the  no  less  worthy  motive  that  induces  the 
Warden  and  other  officers  of  the  Institution,  to  extend  the 
utmost  kindness  possible  to  those  they  have  in  charge,  and 
that  have  induced  them  to  introduce  a  few  harmless  recrea- 
tions and  humanizing  pastimes  among  the  inmates  of  the 
prison. 

Your  committee  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the 
great  service  rendered  them  by  the  entire  Board  of  Directors 
and  officers  of  the  Institution,  each  and  every  day  they  were 
engaged  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  without  which  they 
could  have  arrived  at  no  satisfactory  completion  of  their 
labors,  and  to  express  their  sincere  appreciation  of  the  very 
kind,  courteous  and  gentlemanly  treatment  received  by  your 
committee  from  the  entire  Board  of  Directors  and  officers  of 
the  Institution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  R.  VANDIVER, 

Chairman. 
JOHN  S.  BIDDISON, 
JOHN  A.  EOBB, 
A.  a.  CHAPMAN, 
A.  S.  PEECY, 
February  1,  1868.  Committee. 


